
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Next Meeting 
 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, November 6.  The meeting will begin at 7:00 at the 

Sunnyslope Club House, located at 1574 Morning Glory Drive.  Chairmen Kathy 
Vogelsang and Brenda Koeppel will be asking for everyone’s help to staff the Great 
Hartford Craft Exposition, which will be held on Saturday, November 10.   

 
 

Chandelier Ballroom:  A Night to Celebrate (10/12)  
Amid women dressed in beaded gowns and men in elegant suits (even a tuxedo or 
two), two tables full of club members ate and danced the night away at the Chandelier 

on Friday, October 12.  After having complimentary portraits taken courtesy of The 
Camera Case, guests were served elegant hors d’oeuvres by roving waiters.  Guests 

helped themselves to a fabulous buffet dinner while enjoying familiar “big band” tunes 
provided by Command Performance.  Afterwards, Executive Director Michele Price 
presented a Power Point program featuring photos and facts about the history of the 

ballroom, followed by Werner Wolpert reading an excerpt from a book written by 
former German POW Rolf Wlasek.  Downtown Harrison provided music and 

entertainment until midnight, when the grand prize drawing took place.  (No, none of 
us won, so there won’t be an elegant catered club dinner for 12!)   Michele thanked the 
Hartford Women’s Club for its generous contribution, which provided the dessert and 

wine (how appropriate!) served with dinner. 
 

 

ACT in OCT Night 
Thanks to everyone who helped make our Act in Oct night a success.  Members and 

guests alike enjoyed the Fraud Protection presentation by John Tomlinson (don’t forget 
to change those passwords!) along with the delicious food and wine. 

 
More importantly, don’t forget to follow up with your guests to answer their 
questions about membership!  Invite them to the November 6th meeting and be 

sure they have a membership application.  Be sure to tell them why YOU are a 
member, and tell them about the many programs we support in the community.  

GFWC’s goal is for each club to get 5 new members during this initiative.  We’re only 
successful if they actually join, so give them the opportunity to be part of “Making it 
Happen in Hartford”!   
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Regarding the Referendum… 
 

Dear Residents: 

 

As you well know by now, the Hartford Joint #1 School District has an upcoming 

referendum on November 6th, 2007. If you haven’t already begun to ask 

questions or even ask to tour our schools, I encourage you to do so. You will 

learn more about our crowded classrooms, storage closets being used as small 

teaching venues, and lunchrooms not large enough to accommodate the students 

we already have. My job right now is not unlike that of our teachers: to educate. 

 

I believe as a voter, our sole responsibility is to educate ourselves on the issues. 

I do understand your concerns; I am a taxpayer as well. But your investment of 

time will give you a true understanding of the needs of our children and their 

diversity, the expanded curriculum, the Federal and State mandates, the State 

funding formulas, and the State revenue limits—I promise. This referendum is a 

referendum of needs, not wants. There is no “fluff” to cut and no extra rooms 

that won’t be used. I am asking you to come and learn, ask the questions, take a 

vested interest in our students—your leaders of the future. 

As I have told the faculty and staff of this district, I am just a mom. 

I am a mom who got involved and decided to volunteer in and learn the needs of 

our school district. Now, I am a board member who is very proud of this school 

district, what we have achieved, and where it is headed. I am asking you to 

please spend the time to learn, and in turn help educate others, about our need.  

 

Yours in Education, 

 

Kate Carroll,  

President, Hartford Joint #1 Board of Education   

Co-President, Lincoln Elementary PTO 

 

 

Please vote November 6th! 
 
 



Treasurer’s Report 
 
Since I now have class on Tuesday nights the rest of the term, I won’t be able to attend 
the November and December meetings. I’ve prepared a report for the newsletter, and 
hope I can do the same for next month’s letter as well. 
 
Nancy 
 
As of October 24, 2007: 
 
Checkbook Balance:  $3654.21 
Wells Fargo Account: Unchanged.  

Quarterly report due. Should have new 
balance next month. 

 
Recent activity: 
Paid GFWC –WI dues.  $20.00 per member/21 members: $420.00 
Paid Schauer Center budgeted donation:  $2300.00 
Paid Christmas Committee budgeted donation:  $500.00 
Paid WTKM radio advertising EXPO:  $190.00 
 
All these checks have been mailed. 
 
NOTES: 

 A $48.00 deposit was made on October 4th.  I need to know where to credit this on 
the spreadsheet.  Whoever made the deposit can just drop me an e-mail.  

 

 Sue Eggleston and I need our signatures notarized on WI Dept of Reg/Lic Form by 
Nov 30th.  

 

 I will be able to get petty cash ready for EXPO if need be. Chairs can give me a 
call. 

 

 Updated/corrected roster is posted on Members Only page of website (password 
protected). 

 
 

 

On a Personal Note… 

 
Congratulations to Cheryl Randall, who began working on Friday, October 5th 
at Joe’s Slinger Service.  She is their new Assistant Service Writer/Receptionist.  

Like a true “empowered woman”, Cheryl took in a plate of cookies the day after 
her interview.  When Joe called her, he said it was the plate of cookies that was 

the final factor!!!  He then clarified that seriously it showed him what type of 
person she truly was…and it was someone they would love in their organization.  

Way to go Cheryl! 



District Meeting Highlights 
 
Approximately 50 members of clubs from the 6th, 7th and 8th districts met in Appleton at 
the Pullmans at Trolley Square on Saturday, October 13, including Debby and Barb.  
Foremost on everyone’s mind was the redistricting process.  Clubs met within the new 

district groups to begin writing the bylaws and select nominating committees.  Bylaws 
will be written and sent to each club to review over the next few months so that new 

officers can be selected at the Winter Board meeting to be held in Stevens Point 
February 15/16. 
 

During dessert the Appleton VSA (Very Special Arts) Choir sang theme songs from early 
TV shows.  GFWC supports VSA as part of the Helping Hands program.   

 
The day ended with individual district meetings.  Sixth District members voted to 
contact Ripon College about transferring the Lucy Smith Morris Scholarship program 

and funds directly to them.  Since the scholarship was established many years ago to 
provide support to students studying Shakespeare, we agreed the College could best 

administer this going forth.  We also voted unanimously to donate $3,200 from our 
district treasury to the GFWC EMSC Project.  These funds will be disbursed early next 
year when one of our CDs matures.  GFWC-WI EMSC Chairman Elizabeth Davy was 

ecstatic about our contribution.  The money will purchase one Ped Bag for each county 
in the district. 

 
Plans are being made for the final 6th District Spring Convention, which will be held in 
Sheboygan on Saturday, April 19.  Prior to the event, we’re asking clubs to dig through 

their historical records and submit articles or photos of interest to be included in a “6th 
District Memory Book”, which will be reproduced and given to everyone at the 

convention, along with a copy for each club.  All materials provided will be returned to 
the individual clubs.  Although our history doesn’t go back as far as some, please think 

back and see what the Hartford Juniors can contribute!  During the afternoon, we’ll also 
have a tea party as a nod to our clubs of long ago.  More information will follow as we 
get closer to the event. 

 

   

 

Ever wonder just what GFWC does all year long?  Sign up 

for “e-gfwc” and receive a personal email every other 

Friday! 
 
Simply log on to http://gfwc.org/ and sign up for the mailing list by entering 

your email address.  It’s that simple!  Every other Friday you’ll receive an 
email directly from GFWC President Jackie Pierce.   

 
While you’re there, check out the new GFWC website!  It’s been completely 

redone, and has everything you ever wanted to know about our organization.  
Check it out!!! 

http://gfwc.org/


Can you say “Road Trip”?  Come to Ripon College – 

Wisconsin’s Own Library Open House on Sunday, 

November 4! 
 

The GFWC Wisconsin’s Own 
Library has successfully moved from 

Beloit College to Ripon College over 
the summer.  Established by the wife 

of Governor Rennebohm – a GFWC 
member - and originally housed in the 

Governor’s Mansion, this one-of-a-kind 
collection has been given a permanent 

home on the first floor of the library in 
a beautiful room just off the main 

entrance.  Funds raised over the years 

to support the library were used to 
build bookcases and pay to have the 

books packed, moved and unpacked.   
 

Ripon College was thrilled to receive the collection of books written solely by 
Wisconsin authors, and the books will be available as a lending library (except 

for extremely fragile pieces) for Ripon students & staff and GF members.  You 
can access the collection through the Lane Library’s search catalog.  Donations 

are always welcome – please check the catalog to see if a favorite author or title 
is already there. 

 
To celebrate the opening of the collection, a reception is being held on 

Sunday, November 4 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm in the Lane Library.  If 
interested in attending, please RSVP to Valerie Viers at 

viersv@ripon.edu.  We’re hoping to have a large turnout of GFWC members at 

this event! 
  

 

 

 Looking Ahead… 
 
11/6 Regular meeting 

 Sunnyslope Comm. Room 

 

11/10 Great Hartford Craft Exposition, 

 Hartford Union High School 

 

12/4 Christmas Party & meeting 
 Sunnyslope Comm. Room 

 
It’s Reporting Time 

Again... 
 

Please see the 
instructions and form 

from Barb on pages 8 and 
9 of this newsletter. 

mailto:viersv@ripon.edu


Great Lakes Region Conference Update 
 

Debby Tomlinson joined approximately 150 club women from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin 

and Michigan to attend the Great Lakes Region Conference, held in Fairview Heights, Illinois 

(just outside of East St. Louis) Friday-Sunday, October 19-21.  GFWC President Jackie Pierce 

and GFWC President-Elect Rose Ditto led the event, sharing information on upcoming events and 

promoting the Domestic Violence and Empowering Women themes of this administration.   

 

The days were filled with workshops, including a Leadership Institute Friday morning and 

Saturday sessions on Law & Order, Public Relations, Writing Winning Reports, and Advocacy in 

Action among others.  Evening entertainment included a visit from “Mary Todd Lincoln” and “Bob 

Ellison & Charlotte” an Illinois jazz duo whose repertoire went from Louis Armstrong to KC and 

the Sunshine Band.  Picture our long-time members in their beaded gowns twisting the night 

away!  Seriously, though, it was wonderful to have so much time to network with members from 

other clubs, share ideas and make new friends. 

 

Jennie Award candidates from each state were honored.  Wisconsin’s winner is none other than 

Kia LaBracke of the Oconomowoc Juniors.  Each region will select 2 winners to be judged at the 

national level.  Regional finalists will be announced at the convention in Chicago in June. 

 

President-Elect Rose Ditto provided the following update on the GFWC Signature Project: 

 
BACKGROUND OF THE GFWC SIGNATURE PROJECT 
During the GFWC Region Conferences in fall 2007, GFWC took the first step toward identifying a project that 
will bring long overdue national recognition to our entire organization by 1) promoting organizational 
awareness, 2) providing consistency from one administration to another, 3) providing uniformity among clubs 
activities, 4) building members’ pride in the organization, and 5) ensuring efforts that are consistent with 
GFWC’s mission. 
 
When we presented this information at the GFWC region conferences in 2006, based on member 
questionnaires, we narrowed the field down to five distinct areas:  domestic violence, family/children’s issues, 
health issues, empowering women, and libraries/literacy.  The 2007 state convention questionnaire results 
further indicated that the two top vote getters were domestic violence and family/children’s issues.  These two 
GFWC Signature Project options as well as a third, which will be to have no signature project, will be voted 
upon by credentialed/voting delegates at the GFWC Annual International Convention in Chicago, Ill. in June 
2008.  Clubs are encouraged to become familiar with the purpose of a signature project for GFWC and the 
areas under consideration as a signature project, discuss them thoroughly in the coming months, and come to 
Chicago prepared to case an informed vote. 

 

SIGNATURE PROJECTS UNDER CONSIDERATION 
 
Domestic Violence 
Domestic violence is a serious, widespread social 
problem in America with consequences that affect 
each of us.  The statistics are shocking:  around 
the world, at least one in every three women ahs 
been beaten, coerced into sex or otherwise 
abused during her lifetime and in the U.S.; and 
nearly one-third of American women report being 
physically or sexually abused by a husband or 
boyfriend at some time in their lives.  Whether it is 
in the community, workplace, places of worship, or 
others, much remains to be done to eradicate this 
problem. 

Family/Childrenôs Issues 
The family continues to be the focal point of 
societies throughout the world with the stresses of 
daily life common everywhere.  Stresses may 
include hunger, school problems, childcare, abuse, 
and security.  Children and adults find themselves 
with enormous needs and intense pressures 
making daily life quite difficult.  Unfortunately, 
families are becoming vulnerable entities in today’s 
society. 

 
© General Federation of Women’s Clubs.  All rights reserved.  May not be reproduced for sale or profit.  Permission 

granted to GFWC members for their exclusive use to freely reproduce in whole or in part (indicate if excerpted) using this 
credit line:  © General Federation of Women’s Clubs 202/347/3168 www.gfwc.org.  Used with permission.
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If you let your kids (or grandkids) 
go online, you should read this! 
 
 
 Thanks to the Rossman PTO, last year parents had the pleasure (or displeasure, depending 
on how you look at it) of sitting for two hours with Eric Szatkowski of the Department of Justice 
listening to the horrors that the internet poses for our children.  It was eye opening, to say the least, 
and quite frightening.  One of the comments he made that really hit home was the fact that as 
parents, we are familiar with the threats our kids face like drinking and drugs, but we really are 
clueless as to just how dangerous the internet can be to our kids because internet predators are new 
to us!  The Rossman, Lincoln and Central PTOs have joined together to bring Eric back this year 
and we hope to fill the auditorium to capacity.  This is a presentation you should not miss.   
 

Currently assigned to the state’s Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force in Milwaukee, 
Eric Szatkowski has been a Special Agent with the Wisconsin Department of Justice/ 
Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) since 1991.  Since 1999, Eric has become of the 
nation’s leading officers in apprehending sexual predators of children who use the Internet 
to seduce or exploit children.  Eric’s dynamic presentations on Internet crimes against 
children have been seen by more than 100,000 people in Wisconsin and the U.S.  His 
presentations inspired the drafting and passage of new legislation in Wisconsin in 2006, 
Assembly Bill 942.  This law significantly increased the levels of felonies for online child 
exploitation, increased maximum prison penalties, and implemented presumptive minimum 
prison terms for online predators.  Eric’s work has been recognized by many organizations, 
including the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, and the Wisconsin 
Association of Homicide Investigators.   In short, Eric knows what he’s talking about! 

 

The Dark Side of the Internet:  

Sexual Predators of Children 

Thursday, November 1st – 6:45pm 

 Central Middle School LMC 
 

While the Internet offers a world of educational and entertainment options for young people, 
it also has a dark and dangerous side we must be aware of.  This presentation on the online 
exploitation of children includes real-life examples and practical advice for anyone 
interested in the safety and well-being of our children.   Topics covered include techniques 
used by predators, what types of kids are most vulnerable, and the importance of filters and 
monitoring software. Also covered is a discussion of the risks of online journals like My 

Space, and an eye-opening live demonstration of chat rooms.  If you go to any PTO 
sponsored events, this should be the one. 

 
(Due to the nature of this material, it is for ADULTS only) 

 
 
 
 



Library Focus Group Update 
 
Marde Zimmermann and Debby Tomlinson recently participated in 

the Hartford Library Focus Group.  This committee was formed to 

provide input from the community to the Library Board in 

preparation for meeting with Common Council regarding a proposal 

to build a new library.   

 

On Saturday, October 6 they joined 19 other citizens for a bus tour of four libraries:  New Berlin, 

Menomonee Falls, Cudahy and Franklin.  These libraries were chosen because their size 

(40,000-50,000 sq. ft.) is similar to what has been proposed for Hartford, and because they 

were built in the past couple of years.  Mike Bahr, from Plunkett Raysich Architects, coordinated 

the focus group in conjunction with the Mike Gelhausen, Library Director.  New libraries were 

chosen so that participants could see the latest technology and design ideas being used today.   

 

Following the tours, the Focus Group met on three Wednesday evenings to analyze their 

findings.  The first evening the Focus Group and Library Board members put together a list of 

items we liked and disliked from each library.  The second evening we culled these items down 

into a list of items to recommend for implementation in Hartford.  The Library Board was not at 

that meeting, so there was the opportunity for discussing specifics about our current library 

without offending current staff.  At the final meeting we presented the list of recommendations 

to the Library Board.  Final suggestions were made and the Library Board will prepare their 

proposal for the Common Council. 

 

It was amazing to see how beautiful the other new libraries were, and how much thought and 

research went into the planning and design process.  Focus Group members all felt that a city 

library should be a community center, with separate areas for children, young adults, and adults 

as well as public meeting rooms (accessible after library hours).  They wisely agreed that we 

don’t need over-the-top bells and whistles (fireplaces were in all those we visited) but that we 

should plan for the future and stage the building for whatever technological changes occur in the 

next 10 years.   

 

A new Friends of the Library group has formed, which will meet the first Thursday of every 

month, 7:00 at the Library.  Anyone interested is welcome to attend a meeting. 

 

 

It’s Reporting Time Again - Barb Pontow 

 
Ladies:  Now is the time for all good women to come to the aide of their club!! 

 
Reporting for 2007 is due the end of January.  Listed on the next page are the 

activities/projects we have undertaken this past year (January 1 – December 31, not 
our club year).  Would you read through these items?  What is needed is for you to 
“note” those in which you have participated & the amount of time spent on each.  

Estimated time is just fine.  If you find that anything else should be “counted”, just add 
it at the end.  You won’t hurt my feelings in the least!!! 

 
We can discuss this at a meeting if/when time permits.  I’ll bring copies to the 
November meeting.  If you could return your completed form to me by the end of the 

year, I’d appreciated it. 
 

Have fun & THANK YOU!!!!!! 

 



2007 GFWC Reporting Statistics 
 

# Hours Activity/Project   
      
     State President's Special Project:  Domestic Violence   

      

     ________ Aug 7th meeting with Kay Salewske   

      

     Junior Special Project:  Advocates for Children   

      

     ________ EMSC PED bags   

      

     ________ Hartford Christmas Committee   

      

     ________ Special Olympics (golf sponsorship - Apr 3rd meeting)   

      

     Arts in the Community   

      

     ________ Schauer Center (Guys on Ice)   

      

     ________ Schauer Center (Late Nite Catechism)   

      

     ________ Chandelier Ballroom (October 12th event)   

      

     ________ Helen Mears Art contest   

      

     Education:  Literacy   

      

     ________ Scholastic Half-Price Book Sale   

      

     Education:  Lifelong Learning   

      

     ________ Scholarship program   

      

     Home Life:  Helping Hands   

      

     ________ Albrecht Free Clinic (Apr 3rd meeting)   

      

     Public Affairs:  Community Safety   

      

     ________ File of Life project   

      

     ________ Identity Theft (Oct 2nd meeting)   

      

     Fundraising   

      

     ________ Accents          (envelope stuffing, mark the park &/or gym for craft fairs, staffing  

     ________ Expo               the fairs, chairmen:  vendor calls & planning)   

      

     Membership   

      

     ________ Act in Oct meeting   

      

     Anything else???  (use separate page if necessary) 

      

     ________   


